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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate the current states and problems of the teachers
in applying the project method learning “at Tha Uthen-Non=Formal Education and Informal Education Center,
Naknon Phanom, 2) to find out guidelines for developing the teachers’ competence in the project method
learning, and 3) to follow up ‘@nd evaluate the development the teachers’ competency in applying the project
method learning. The research employed two spirals of a four — stage participatory action research ( PAR)
comprising planning, action, observation and reflection. The target group consisted of the researcher, 11
coresearchers and. 70 respondents. The instruments used were a test, a form of assessment, a form of
observation, a questionnaire, a form of interview, a form of internal supervision, and a form of meeting minutes.
The statistics applied for analyzing quantitative data were mean, percentage, standard deviation and Percentage
of Progress.

The findings of the research were as follows:
1. The states and problems of learning management on the project method learning at Tha U
then Non-Formal Education and Informal Education Center, could be summarized that:
1.1 The current states revealed that most of the teachers’ teaching strategies were
based only on the conventional method focusing on the lecture and rote method more than an emphasis on the
actual approach. The learners were not taught through analysis, synthesis and application to be applied in their

daily life. In addition, diverse techniques of the project method learning were neglected.
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1.2 The problems of the implementation of the project method learning indicated that
the teachers faced a lack of knowledge and understanding in managing the process of the project method
learning.

2. The guidelines of developing the teachers’ competence at Tha Uthen Non-Formal and
Informal Education Center in applying the project method learning used the same activities in both spirals as
follows:

2.1 A workshop on the application of the project activity learning comprised the
following 3 aspects:

2.1.1 Knowledge and understanding in operating the project method learning
2.1.2 Writing of the lesson plans on the project method learning
2.1.3 Application of the project method learning
2.2 Internal supervision
3. The effects of the teachers’ competency development at - Tha‘Uthen Non-Formal Education
and Informal Education Center indicated that:

3.1 Regarding knowledge and understanding on the application of the project method
learning, it was found that the researcher gained knowledge, understanding concerning the operation of the
project method learning at the moderate level. After the:development, it was determined that the group of
researchers gained knowledge and understanding at the highest level-

3.2 In case of the writing of the lesson plans, it was found that the assessment effects
of the writing of the lesson plans in applying the project method. learning was at the high level. After the
development in the second spiral, the researcher gained-abilities on writing the lesson plans on the project
method learning at the highest level.

3.3 In-terms of the application of the project method learning, it was determined that
after the development, the co=researchers.could operate the activities on the project method learning with
confidence. In addition, the learners participated in conducting the learning activities with enthusiasm.

Keywords: Action Research, Potential teachers’ for learning activities and projects.
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