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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to 1) assess multi-level model of factors affecting the readiness for
ASEAN community of the secondary schools under the jurisdiction of the Secondary Educational Service Area
Offices (SESAQ) in the Eastern Region of Thailand; 2) verify the stated model by utilizing the empirical data; and
3) analyze the direct and indirect effects of factors under study. The data for this study were drawn from the
principals, teachers responsible for Mathematics and English subjects, and Grade 12th students enrolled in 76
sampled schools in 2015 academic year via self-administered, rating—scale questionnaires developed by the
researcher. By employing regular SPSS computer program and Mplus 7.2, statistics used for the study included
frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, multilevel confirmatory factor analysis, and multilevel
structural equation modeling respectively.

The findings revealed that:

1. The multilevel model of factors affecting the readiness of secondary schools under the jurisdiction
of SESAO in the Eastern Region of Thailand was composed of 7-major components. There were three
components at the individual student level: students’ competence, learning behaviors, and students’ readiness to
learn; two components at the classroom (teacher) level: teachers’ competence and teaching behaviors; and two
components at the school (principal) level: principals” competence and administrative behaviors respectively. The
theoretical multilevel structural equation modelwas fit with the empirical data.

2. The adjusted multi-level model as reflected by X 2 = 128.262 df. = 77 p.= 0.000 X
2/df = 1.666 RMSEA = 0.032 CFI = 0.959 TLI = 0.942 SRMR (Standardized Root Mean Square Residual)
Within = 0.013 Between Level 2 = 0.076 and Between Level 3 = 0.091 was fit with empirical data.

3. In regard to the direct and indirect effects among factors, it was found that: At individual
(student) level, it indicated that students’ competence positively affected both directly and indirectly, mediated
through students’ learning behaviors, on students’ readiness for learning. At classroom (teacher) level, it
indicated that teachers’ competence positively affected students’ readiness to learn in the classroom. The
teachers’ competence also positively and significantly affected teaching behaviors. However, teaching behaviors
did not significantly affected students’ readiness to learn in the classroom. At school (principal) level, it revealed
that the principals’ competence positively and significantly affected administrative behaviors. However, both
principals’ competence and administrative behaviors exerted no impact on students’ readiness to learn in school.

Keywords: Readiness for ASEAN Community, Secondary Schools, Multilevel Analysis
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