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ABSTRACT

This research has the following objectives: 1. To study the participation of the public in community
development; 2. To compare the public's participation in community development based on personal characteristics;
and 3. To propose guidelines for enhancing public participation in the development of Nong Na Kham Subdistrict,
Mueang Udon Thani District, Udon Thani Province. This study employs both quantitative and qualitative research
methods. The sample was determined from a population of 17,421 people, using the Taro Yamane formula, resulting
in a sample size of 391 individuals. Data were collected using questionnaires and interviews, with content yalidity
ranging from 0.66 to 1.00 and reliability at .844. Data analysis utilized descriptive statistics, including percentages,
means, and standard deviations for general information about the sample group. Inferential statisties, specifically t -
tests and F - tests, were employed to compare public participation in community development based on differing
personal characteristics.

1. Overall, the level of public participation in the development of the Neng.Na Kham community,
Mueang Udon Thani District, Udon Thani Province, is found to be high.

2. When comparing public participation in community development, it was found that respondents with
different genders, ages, and occupations had similar levels of participgtion. However, respondents with varying
levels of education demonstrated significantly different levels of participation in all aspects of community
development, with a significance level of .01.

3. Opportunities should be provided for citizens to participate in meetings with local leaders to present
community problems and needs for development. @itizens should be involved in setting guidelines to address
community issues to ensure sustainable develepment. Citizens should participate in all processes related to
appointments in the form of various commiittees. When appointed as committee members, they will be better
informed about the problems and will\be more willing to cooperate and propose solutions effectively. Various
projects, such as community capacity - building programs, should be implemented to benefit both the people and
the community. Opportunitieésshould be provided for citizens to serve as auditors in the implementation of projects
according to the community development plan.

Keywords: Participdtion, Community Development, Public Participation
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